IRON FOR THE SOUL 
PART  2 – THE ORE
OK!  We’re in the mine. Right there where God has placed us.  Why?  Because He wants us to start digging.  Digging for iron ore.  Iron for our soul.  Let’s go!  The work schedule is : [Genesis 39 v 20-23]:
And Joseph’s master took him, and put him into the prison, a place where the king’s prisoners were bound: and he was there in the prison.  But the Lord was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison.  And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners that were in the prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it. The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that was under his hand; because the Lord was with him, and that which he did, the Lord made it to prosper.
As you dig keep your eyes open, there are three nuggets of ore within reach:-
Nugget 1:	[v21a]	The Lord was with Joseph ……
Nugget 2:	[v21b]	(the Lord) shewed him mercy
Nugget 3:	[v21c]	and (the Lord) gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison.
THE IRON ORE OF GOD’S PRESENCE
He was there in the prison, but the Lord was with Joseph
Joseph needed the ‘ore’ of God’s presence in that mine to strengthen his soul.  He needed to grasp the significant fact that God had been ‘with’ him in the palace and would be with him in the prison.  Joseph could well be forgiven for imagining that the relative luxury of Potiphar’s mansion was the just reward for the wrongfulness committed on him by his brothers back in Dothan.  If that is so, he about to be rudely awakened.  
Herein lies the first nugget of ore to put iron into his soul – Jehovah Who walked with him in the palace was the same Jehovah who waited with him in the prison.  There in that ‘hole’ Joseph quietly, deliberately submitted himself to God’s planning and will for his life.  Satan would, undoubtedly, taunt with the words – ‘Where is your God now?’; fellow-prisoners would mock – ‘What sort of God have you got that rewards chastity and uprightness and integrity and purity with caging?’
Like those of Job and Jeremiah, the sufferings of Joseph were for no apparent and obvious reason.  Yet he could recount the words of Paul – 
I know in Whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him.
The godly child of the Lord is much more independent of men and things than others; if he is in the palace, he is glad, not so much because of its delights and comfort, bur because God is there with him; if he is in the prison, like Paul and Silas, he can sing and praise his God, because even there his Lord is with him.
To the soul who experiences God’s delicate and deliberate presence in all places, that soul has the nugget of iron ore within it.  Or as C H Spurgeon wrote: “In the little kingdom of the prison, Joseph reigned, for God was there”.
If you, my brother or sister, find yourself ‘down the mine’ today, don’t miss out on the gleaming, sparkling nugget there in the darkness – namely, God’s presence. Practice His presence. Today! Right there! Even there!
David, in Psalm 139 recalled certain facts to his soul – 
Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit? Or whither shall I flee from Thy presence?  If I ascend up into heaven, You are there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there.  If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; EVEN THERE shall Your hand lead me, and Your right hand hold me.
Even there!  Even there!  He is there, there with you, beside you, before you, behind you.  Even down the mine.  In the darkness of your mine let the sparkling nugget of ore radiate into your soul – He is there!  He is there with you! What iron for your soul!
THE IRON ORE OF GOD’S PRECIOUSNESS
And the Lord shewed him mercy
[margin] And the Lord extended kindness to him
I have deliberately entitled this nugget of ore – God’s Preciousness – because, although Joseph was still in the hole; although the pit is still the pit and the prison still the prison; although all the externals have not changed, Joseph is not forgotten.  With loving preciousness the Lord extends kindness to him.  God was teaching him that He can do the same thing twice under very different circumstances.  In Potiphar’s palace God’s kindnesses were extremely evident; so, in Pharaoh’s prison those kindnesses will show themselves.
The black hole with its prison conditions became a panorama of vision of God’s preciousness.
Could you handle allowing your God to take you into such a ‘hole’ to receive this nugget of ore to bring iron to your soul?  A God-shaped hole just to let you find another nugget of iron ore called ‘His preciousness’.  The iron from that nugget will reinforce the soul of Joseph, as it will ours.  
When you look at that verse again you can well envisage the arms of God reaching down into that hole – ‘The Lord extended kindness to him’.
THE IRON ORE OF GOD’S PLANNING
…… and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison.
The resultant importance of that statement is three-fold:-
[i]	[v22]	the keeper committed all the prisoners into the management of Joseph
[ii]	[22]	everything the prisoners did, Joseph supervised it all
[iii]	[v23]	God blessed Joseph as he did the job
That is, in the hole where Joseph was, it was God’s planning which gave him a ministry to others!
Fellow-believer, please do not miss this – the ‘hole’ in which you are currently confined – that deep hole, that despairing hole – there is a plan within God’s heart for you.  That hole is designed for you by the Lord so that you will gather the gem of His presence – the sparkle of His preciousness – and the perfection of His planning, and use these nuggets to exercise a ministry to others.
In fact, this ministry became so remarkable to Joseph that he was able to leave his own anxieties and frustrations with the Lord.  And within a short time he was able to notice the depression of other prisoners – [40 v 7] that they were ‘sad’.
Wherefore look you so sad today?
They were sad, but Joseph in his ministering to them displayed the building of the iron in his own soul.  When you are in your ‘hole’, arise and seek out others whom you can see are ‘sad’.  By listening to their sorrows will comfort them; and your experience of God’s presence and God’s preciousness and God’s planning will bring a new dimension to their lives.  And if nothing else can be done for them, then just listen – for out of those sessions of sincere concern you will get what Joseph got, namely, the key to unlock the door of his prison.
How strangely this nugget was found!  The chief butler and the chief baker are to enter that same pit some day.  And God’s child will listen to their tales of woe, and later, in the planning of Almighty God, one of those men will provide the key to unlock the door.

Dear child of God, the walls of that dungeon in which you live may be closing in around you.  You are down the pit with Joseph.  Keep digging as Joseph did to unearth these nuggets of ore which will, undoubtedly, give you iron for your soul.

……………………………………………………………oOo……………………………………………………………………………….
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