IRON FOR THE SOUL
 No 4 – TESTING THE IRON
Ok!  So you reckon now you have some iron in your soul! Good!  I adjure you not to move on until you are sure of this fact.  Because the God of Joseph is about to test you, and the test is difficult.  Should you fail the test you will not move up one more grade in your spiritual education, rather you will remain in your current grade level.   Furthermore, be advised that the test may take some time to complete.  Only proceed beyond this juncture if you are ready.  Ready? Let’s go!
Genesis 40: 1-23 & 41:1a
And it came to pass after these things, that the butler of the king of Egypt and his baker had offended their lord the king of Egypt. And Pharaoh was wroth against two of his officers, against the chief of the butlers, and against the chief of the bakers. And he put them in ward in the house of the captain of the guard, into the prison, the place where Joseph was bound. And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them, and he served them: and they continued a season in ward. And they dreamed a dream both of them, each man his dream in one night, each man according to the interpretation of his dream, the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, which were bound in the prison.
And Joseph came in unto them in the morning, and looked upon them, and, behold, they were sad. And he asked Pharaoh's officers that were with him in the ward of his lord's house, saying, Wherefore look ye so sadly to day? And they said unto him, We have dreamed a dream, and there is no interpreter of it. And Joseph said unto them, Do not interpretations belong to God? tell me them, I pray you. And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, In my dream, behold, a vine was before me; And in the vine were three branches: and it was as though it budded, and her blossoms shot forth; and the clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes: And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand: and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. And Joseph said unto him, This is the interpretation of it: The three branches are three days: Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore thee unto thy place: and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand, after the former manner when thou wast his butler. But think on me when it shall be well with thee, and shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house: For indeed I was stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews: and here also have I done nothing that they should put me into the dungeon.
When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said unto Joseph, I also was in my dream, and, behold, I had three white baskets on my head: And in the uppermost basket there was of all manner of bakemeats for Pharaoh; and the birds did eat them out of the basket upon my head. And Joseph answered and said, This is the interpretation thereof: The three baskets are three days: Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, and shall hang thee on a tree; and the birds shall eat thy flesh from off thee. And it came to pass the third day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he made a feast unto all his servants: and he lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants. And he restored the chief butler unto his butlership again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand: But he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had interpreted to them. Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him. And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, he stood by the river.

I suppose I must be reasonable and present to you at the commencement of this study the purpose of the above passage of Scripture – to miss it would be to render the whole chapter as meaningless space-filler material.  The key is to be found in chapter 41 and verse 1 – 
And it came to pass at the end of TWO FULL YEARS, that Pharoah dreamed …
God has put Joseph in a prison-like pit to obtain iron for his soul – and he has found it.  
Now flowing from that experience Joseph is about to be confronted with others who, because of their importance, can speed-up his discharge and hence, let him fulfil God’s planning for his life a little faster.  He can use these new ‘friends’ to gain momentum to his cause, but God has other plans.  The iron in Joseph’s soul is about to be ‘tested’.  And that in a startling way.  God is going to set him one crucial test – can he live relying exclusively on the One who has provided the iron?  Hence, after the butler leaves the shared pit, it is a further full two years before the prison door will open for him.  During those additional imprisonment years God teaches Joseph that future life must depend utterly on Him, and Him alone, no one else!
The others alongside Joseph number three [v1-4]; then two [v5-20]; then only one [v21&22]; before Joseph is left with none other but the Lord God Elohim.

JOSEPH, THREE OTHERS AND ELOHIM (v1-4)

There can be no doubting that Joseph is still down the mine; even though by now he has iron embedded into his soul.  Into that mine, however, comes three men, whose combined status entails having the ear of Pharoah.  
God begins His work in a touching way – Pharoah gets shirty, disgruntled, offended – [v1] – probably because of something distasteful on the menu, the proverbial fly in the soup.  Whatever the cause both the baker and the butler fall foul of the royal personage [v2].  That insignificant palatial happenstance allows God to begin His master-plan.  The two men are bound and delivered to the mine/the pit/the prison where Joseph is housed [v3].  The head of Pharoah’s kitchen; the head of Pharoah’s household staff; they both are providentially placed in the same hole with Joseph.
So, that is two men with Joseph, where is the third?
A close inspection of verses 3 and 4 will reveal a double reference to the third most-important individual – the captain of the guard – Potiphar by name.  The same individual who cruelly incarcerated Joseph brings the butler and baker to the very spot where Joseph languishes.  So Joseph comes face-to-face with the third influential personality. Then he is given the paradoxical task of feeding the king’s baker and serving the king’s butler.  Ironic, or what?  There is no biblical reference 
to Joseph pleading his cause, perhaps overwhelmed by the magnitude of the occasion.  To see Potiphar again would cause heart pounding, would cause renewed hope; to hear the door swing open would raise the emotions; to glimpse the baker and the butler would offer a glimmer of expectation.  All in vain, the best of men are not capable of aiding Joseph in his spiritual test.
Yet God (Elohim) remains firmly in that dungeon alongside Joseph, and that to test him.

JOSEPH, TWO OTHERS AND ELOHIM (v5-20)

Potiphar returns to his administrative duties leaving two with Joseph – the butler and the baker.  So, Joseph’s thinking is obvious – to get his case reconsidered by ‘bending’ their ears; by using their influence when the king’s anger has subdued and they are released to resume normal duties.  But God has His own plans.  According to verse 5 both men on the same night had a remarkable occurrence – they both dreamed.  When they approach Joseph regarding the interpretations Joseph makes a telling response [v8]: “Do not interpretations belong to Elohim?”  That reference puts Joseph on the first rung of escape from his personal entrapment.
Dear child of God, if you are receiving iron in your soul, then watch for your test from God.  He will want you to reflect that any progress forward will only be at His behest.
Joseph interprets the dreams and both prove accurate – Pharoah’s birthday occurs three days later and both men are released.  Perhaps, even surely, they will reflect on Joseph’s plight and effect a retrial at least.  So Joseph hoped.

JOSEPH, ONE OTHER AND ELOHIM (v21-22)

True to Joseph’s statement the two possible rescuers are reduced to one – the baker is hanged, the butler restored to his previous occupation.  Joseph has reinforced to the butler prior to his release to [v14]  “think on me when it shall be well with thee.”  This may sound dramatic, but the only human hope Joseph has is this butler.  No one else on earth can do anything for him.  Joseph’s destiny, humanly speaking, hinges on one solitary human being.  Yet, spiritually, Elohim is still there in the mine with him, patiently observing His child’s demeanour and reactions.


JOSEPH, NONE  OTHER BUT ELOHIM (v23)

I repeat verse 23 for you because of its shear audacity and impudence – 
Yet did not the butler remember Joseph, but forgat him.
Surely the Holy Spirit of God did not need to ‘rub salt into the wound’ by adding the words  ‘but forgat him’, yet there are the words right there on the page.  Why?  Because of you and me, dear fellow-believer.  He knows how quickly we shuttle across the words of Scripture, so He added those last three words.  We need at times to ‘park’ at certain words and meditate.  The butler not only did not remember Joseph but he also “forgat” him.
Joseph’s test is this – he must rely on no one else but the Lord God Elohim, even though his soul is strengthened with iron.  The three were reduced to two, then one, now exclusively, Elohim Himself.
It is with remarkable candour we then read that the Pharoah had two birthdays before the butler remembered his error.
Child of the Supreme God, recall that He is also teaching you, now you have iron in your soul, that your reliance must rest entirely on Him.  Joseph has two full years of contemplation and deliberation on this insular subject before he can face the next step in God’s plan.  Do not be surprised by God’s classroom tactics.  You cannot move from grade 4 to grade 5 until you have passed the inspired test from God.  It took Joseph two years.  You, how long?
Of this you can be certain that Elohim will send you to His exclusive school to teach you the subject/s required for your future usefulness in His will, and those He uses most have to be trained and tested in the greatest subjects.
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