IRON FOR THE SOUL

 No 6 – LANE FOUR
And, behold, there came up out of the river seven well favoured kine and fatfleshed; and they fed in a meadow.  And, behold, seven other kine came up after them out of the river, ill favoured and leanfleshed; and stood by the other kine upon the brink of the river. And the ill favoured and leanfleshed kine did eat up the seven well favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. And he slept and dreamed the second time: and, behold, seven ears of corn came up upon one stalk, rank and good. And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted with the east wind sprung up after them. And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a dream. And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; but there was none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh. Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I do remember my faults this day: Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me in ward in the captain of the guard's house, both me and the chief baker: And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we dreamed each man according to the interpretation of his dream. And there was there with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard; and we told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams; to each man according to his dream he did interpret. And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was; me he restored unto mine office, and him he hanged. Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh.

At this moment lane four is vacant.  The multiplex screen in the world arena does not record any possible runner.  But who cares about the screens which the world watches when you have iron in your soul and you are, as far as is possible, ready to run.

	LANE FOUR – THE NOMINATION

It is to be the nightmare of the chief butler to nominate the runner in the vacant lane four.  The Holy Spirit brings a two-year old incident back to his recall – “I do remember my faults this day.”  He then outlines to Pharoah the relevant details [v12]: “There was a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard, and we told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams, to each man according to his dream he did interpret.”
Two years.  But nomination for lane eventually comes.  At the mention of the ‘young Hebrew, Potiphar raises his eyebrows in stark surprise.  His stomach lurches.  His mind whirls.  Could my wife have been lying?  
Not a moment too soon, not a moment too late, but in the fullness of time God acted.  Pharoah was ready – his double dream saw to that; Joseph was ready – twelve years of captivity saw to that; the butler was ready – his memory was jogged.  
Twelve years may seem a long time to us but to God it is nothing; He had not forgotten Joseph; the stop-watch was in His hand all those years until this race was planned; until lane four was ready for His child to run.
Dear believer, with Paul, run your race with patience, God has your personal stopwatch in His hand and He has not forgotten you.  Lane four is ready for you soon.

	LANE FOUR – THE PACE-SETTERS

Look at how God set the scene.  He awakened in Pharoah a sense of foreboding concerning the future, foreboding which was brought to a fine pitch by the failure of the previous ‘expert’ runners – the wise men and the magicians.  All this preamble by the pace-setters was engineered and permitted by God so that when the runner in lane four appeared Pharoah’s  thoughts would be crystallised and pinpointed .  By the end of the first lap these men have dropped out of the race.  Their cumulative wisdom, skill, expertise and knowledge summarised in verse 8 – “there was none that could interpret.”  Their specific use was the function of pace-setters.
Then God stopped the runner in lane three – the chief butler – from any further involvement after he reported to Pharoah these words – [v13] – “as he interpreted SO IT WAS.”  Pharoah was impressed.  His order was specific and direct- ‘Get this Hebrew into the race in lane four – now!’

	LANE FOUR – THE GEAR

Please forgive the modernism of ‘gear’.  Hopefully by its use I will have directed your mind with easy clarity to the seemingly insignificant but crucial matter of apparel and appearance.  The thrust comes in verse 14 – “Then Pharoah sent and called Joseph, and they made him run [margin] out of the dungeon, and he shaved himself and changed his raiment.”
I must never be found guilty of ‘adding’ to the Word of our God, but the message is flashing on the board – ‘run,Joseph, run! – yet God’s child refuses to do so but rather shaves and changes.  Pharoah has sent for him; Pharoah has called for him; the prison officers command him to run to the palace and to Pharoah, but Joseph shaves himself and Joseph changes himself.  Yes, Pharoah is waiting; yes, the warders are screaming out the orders; yes, the race is not finished; but, no, they forget a most important fact – Joseph is not running for the King of Egypt, he is running for the King of Eternity.  What a difference!
His entry may be late on Egyptian time-pieces; but God’s timing is precise.  He may be a few laps behind the ‘professional’ runners, but God’s tactics are fixed.  Joseph may be ordered to run by the King of Egypt, but he must dress appropriately when running for the King of Kings.  So he shave himself.  So he changes his clothes.
He may not dress like the other ‘runners’; he may not have their logo-spattered gear; he may not have Egyptian designer labels on his outfit, but he is not running to satisfy the Egyptian court, he is running to please the Everlasting Coach – God Himself.  So he is careful how he looks.

	LANE FOUR – THE RESULT

The last five words of verse 14 display the winner’s rostrum -  “he came in unto Pharoah.”  My little mischievious mind would change the words ever-so-slightly to  - ‘he came in FIRST to Pharoah’.  The prophet Isaiah remarked [Isaiah 64 v 4] – “For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, what He hath prepared for them that WAITETH ON HIM.”  Joseph, truly, had waited on the Lord but now he occupies lane four in a race beyond the realms of the Olympic Organisation – a race designed, planned, organised, and scheduled by the Lord God Almighty.  Solomon with his God-given wisdom suggested that [Proverbs 21 v 1] “the king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water HE turneth it withersoever He will.”
The most trivial and the most important; the most likely and the most unlikely, circumstances are made to minister to the development of every ‘race’ initiated by God.  ‘God moves in mysterious ways, His wonders to perform; deep in His unfathomable mines of never-failing skill; He treasures up His bright designs and works His Sovereign will’.

How long is your race?  How deep is the preparation you have been undergoing?  How is your ‘waiting-room’ experience?  Please, dear brother or sister, wait on.  No time waiting on the Lord is ever wasted.  Watch out, with determination, for your lane four.  It WILL come, because He has so promised.
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